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deFininG “CbRne” 
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EXPLOSIVES

CHEMICAL

BIOLOGICAL 

RADIOLOGICAL

NUCLEAR 

CBRNE: Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 

Nuclear, and Explosive threats.  

The “E” represents the full range of 

Explosive threats (low to high yield) and 

captures the critical tasks our EOD 

Soldiers perform (unexploded ordnance to 

improvised explosive device (IED) defeat).
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CHEMICAL 
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 Warfare agents, toxic industrial chemicals/materials, chemical plants
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BIOLOGICAL 
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 Weaponized agents, biotoxins, endemic disease 
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RADIOLOGICAL
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 Radiological dispersal devices (dirty bombs), medical and industrial 

radioactive sources
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NUCLEAR
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 Weapons, improvised devices, nuclear infrastructure 

(power plants, research reactors, reprocessing facilities)
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EXPLOSIVES
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 Low to high yield, conventional, and improvised devices
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The HYBRID CBRNE Threat
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The nexus of ideology, technology, and CBRNE materials (weaponized

and industrial/commercial sources) by state and non-state actors is a clear 

threat.  CBRNE hazards can result as well from natural disasters, endemic 

disease outbreaks, and humanitarian crises. 
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Defense Strategic Guidance

Over the past year, a number of dangerous 
trends have worsened, threatening stability 
across entire regions.
– 2014 Army Strategic Planning Guidance

The U.S. faces a rapidly changing global 
security environment that is volatile, 
unstable, and increasingly threatening.
– Force 2025 and Beyond, Oct 2014

Increased access to expertise, materials, and 
technologies heightens the risk that these 
adversaries will seek, acquire, proliferate, and 
employ WMD. Instability in states pursuing or 
possessing WMD or related capabilities could 
lead to dangerous WMD crises.
– DoD Strategy for CWMD, Jun 2014

The U.S. faces a rapidly changing security 
environment. We are repositioning to focus on 
the strategic challenges and opportunities that 
will define our future: new technologies, new 
centers of power, and a world that is growing 
more volatile, more unpredictable, and…more 
threatening to the U.S.
– Quadrennial Defense Review 2014

The review of the strategic threat and guidance demands 

that our organization is better able to deliver a force that is 

adaptive, agile, tailorable, and expeditionary.  

The environment the Army will operate in is 
unknown.  The enemy is unknown, the 
location is unknown, and the coalitions 
involved are unknown. 
– The U.S. Army Operating Concept, 7 Oct 2014
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the 20th CBRNE Command

• Department of Defense’s only formation with specialized CBRN and 

EOD (CBRNE) capabilities and expertise to operate effectively across 

the full spectrum of CBRNE Hazards

• Department of the Army unit comprising 85% of the Active Army’s 

Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) and Chemical, Biological, 

Radiological, Nuclear (CBRN) Units

• Routinely engages and operates with and in support of Joint, Special 

Operations, Interagency and International CBRNE organizations and 

entities  

• Maintains a 24-7 focus on countering the range of CBRNE hazards at 

home and abroad

• Highly-technical, special purpose, expeditionary formation of 

approximately 5,000 soldiers and 225 civilians posted across 16 States 

in the Continental US on 19 different installations

10



UNCLASSIFIED

anytime…anywheRe!!

20th CBRNE Command
Ready, Reliable—Globally Responsive

UNCLASSIFIED

MISSION AND VISION
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Mission

The 20th CBRNE Command deploys to support unified land

operations and performs mission command for Army and/or

Joint CBRN and EOD Forces to achieve National CWMD,

Homeland Defense, and Defense Support to Civil Authorities

(DSCA) objectives, while providing globally responsive CBRN

and EOD forces to combatant commands.

Vision

Provide the Army with Ready, Reliable and Globally 

Responsive CBRNE forces capable of leading and executing 

CBRNE related operations and activities, anytime…anywhere.
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CBRNE Coordination Element

CBRN, EOD, and Nuclear Counter 

proliferation experts equipped with 

intelligence and communications 

support focused on CBRNE operational 

planning at the Corps 

GS-15
III

52

III

71

X

48
CARA

CBRNE

++

AML
1

TRA

CMU

OPCON 

CBRNE Analytical Remediation 

Activity

Recover, transport, escort, conduct 

emergency response and remediate 

Chemical Warfare material  globally with 

four expeditionary forensic laboratories

Nuclear Disablement Team

Nuclear infrastructure experts in 

exploiting facilities with nuclear-related 

material

Consequence Management Unit 

(Reserve)

CBRN technical experts in CBRN threats 

and countermeasures

Area Medical Laboratory

Five expeditionary laboratories that 

identify, interpret, and communicate 

CBRNE Contaminate Hazards & Risk 
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WMD
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Current Task Organization

CBRN Operations

Detect, identify, 

exploit, and 

decontaminate 

CBRNE threats and 

mitigate hazards

EOD Operations

Identify, render safe, 

exploit and eliminate 

CBRN & explosive 

hazards (conventional 

and improvised)
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OPCON

I Corps 

USARPAC 

TF 71 (CBRNE) 

CCE

PACOM 

III Corps 

USARAF/ARCENT 

TF 48 (CBRNE) 

CCE

AFRICOM/CENTCOM

/ EUCOM 

OPCON

OPCON

XVIII Corps 

TF 52 (CBRNE)  

CCE

20th CBRNE  

CCE

Direct 

Support

NORTHCOM/ 

SOUTHCOM 

JTF-CS 

Direct 

Support
Direct 

Support

Direct 

Support

20th CBRNE Command Global Alignment

Regionally Aligned, Fully Integrated, Multi-Functional CBRNE Brigade Task Forces

North/South/ 

Central  America Global 

Expeditionary 

Capability

Africa/Europe/ 

Southwest Asia

Pacific/ 

Southeast Asia

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ihg0qwlpb0E/TiOwU9t28fI/AAAAAAAAAWk/zZjLQkwEFGI/s1600/Northern+Command+Emblem+[1.5].png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ihg0qwlpb0E/TiOwU9t28fI/AAAAAAAAAWk/zZjLQkwEFGI/s1600/Northern+Command+Emblem+[1.5].png
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-2c97MaFklBU/TiOutJAvszI/AAAAAAAAAWQ/8ZSMbkCHWWo/s1600/European+Command+Emblem+[1.5].png
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-2c97MaFklBU/TiOutJAvszI/AAAAAAAAAWQ/8ZSMbkCHWWo/s1600/European+Command+Emblem+[1.5].png
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-sKzz8iUR_6Y/TiOyyirmiCI/AAAAAAAAAW8/hUbngxrLwKc/s1600/Southern+Command+Emblem+[1.5].png
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-sKzz8iUR_6Y/TiOyyirmiCI/AAAAAAAAAW8/hUbngxrLwKc/s1600/Southern+Command+Emblem+[1.5].png
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Proposed Command Footprint

(regionally aligned cbrne brigades) 
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UNITY OF COMMAND

UNITY OF EFFORT

FSGA

TF 71 (CBRNE)
TF 52 (CBRNE)TF 48 (CBRNE)

XVIII Corps 

(GRF) 

III Corps 

(CENTCOM

AFRICOM/

EUCOM)

I Corps 

(PACOM) 
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CBRNE Operational Integration 

at the Combat Training Centers

15

NTC JRTC

Background:

 In Aug 13, due to an emerging CBRNE contingency in CENTCOM, and in preparation 

for its Global Response Force mission assumption, the 82nd Airborne Division modified 

their Joint Readiness Training Center Rotation 13-09 to include a CBRNE Battalion 

Task Force with a mission command element. 

FORSCOM subsequently increased the integration of CBRNE into 2014 rotations. 20th 

provided CBRNE BN TF packages to 7 rotations in 2014 and has 4 rotations scheduled 

in FY15 & FY16.

 Integrated $180K in equipment to 

establish realistic CBRNE targets (Mar 14)

 Delivered ECBC training aids including 6 

mobile CB targets (Aug 14)

 Constructed a nuclear production/ 

reprocessing facility 

(Sep 14)

 Building CBRNE Underground Facilities 

(Jan 15)

To Scale Training Venues

 Integrated $158K in equipment to 

establish realistic CBRNE targets (Jan 14)

 Incorporated National Lab nuclear 

technologies (centrifuges and 

enrichment) (Jun 14)

 Delivered ECBC training aids including 6 

mobile CB targets (Aug 14)

 Building CBRNE Underground Facilities 

(Jun 15)
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OBJ X
OBJ Post 

Blast Analysis

OBJ 

WMD Production 

Facility

MISSION
SUPPORT
FOLDERS

TACTICAL 
MISSION 
FOLDERS

CBRNE OPERATIONAL Construct

Concept of operations enables 

mission command from the 

point of touch on the objective 

to reachback in sanctuary & the 

community of purpose to 

minimize time on target and 

maximize capabilities

INTELLIGENCE 

NETWORK

FBI * NGIC 
JIEDDO * DIA  
COIC * NCTC

OPERATIONAL 

NETWORK

FBI * USSS * DOE 
JIEDDO * DHS

DTRA * USANCA  
SOCOM * STRATCOM

CBRNE 

NETWORK

JPEO-CBD * ECBC  
USAMRIID * AMC

TRADOC 
TSC JSEOD * TDAC

X
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Combat training centers - Emerging GAPs
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Communications - ability to communicate rapidly with 

supported forces, within and across our formations, enabled 

with reachback to communities of purpose

Protection/Sustainability – protective ensemble that reduces 

our reliance on consumables, while providing greater 

protection and reduced physical stress to our forces, that is 

suitable for sustained expeditionary operations

Mobility – lightweight, expeditionary equipment and forces 

who can rapidly deploy to the objective while maintaining 

tempo with their supported forces 

Detection/Situational Awareness – widely distributed sensor 

arrays that enable remote monitoring and detection, 

situational awareness, and a common operational picture

Pursuing materiel solutions with JPEO-CBD, 

PEO-C3T, DTRA, and TRADOC through a 

proposed Advanced Technology Demonstration
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Where can You help? 

18

 Information Systems:

 How can we capitalize on the trajectory of technology to enable a rapidity of situational 

understanding of CBRNE hazards up, down and across the communities of interest?  

 How do we achieve a confederation of sensors, including the Soldier’s handheld (Point of 

Touch) and remote detectors, all linked to a real time, relevant situational understanding 

suite?

 How do we link the Soldier at “The Point of Touch” to a confederated network that links the 

whole of the community of interest to rapidly confirm the hazard, or provide innovative 

solutions to overcome “Apollo 13” scenarios, when encountered?

 How can we create detection systems that result in reduced Soldier exposure to CBRNE 

hazards while maximizing the effects of our personnel’s reduced time on target?

Sustainability – how can we reduce the logistical burden of consumables and expendables 

required of CBRNE Operations? 

Decontamination – how can we reduce our dependency on bulk liquids while moving toward a 

more precision-based approach to decontamination? 

Protective Ensemble – how can we improve our Soldier’s ability to operate with increased 

effectiveness in CBRNE environments where it’s difficult to hear, breath, see, and communicate? 

Can we create a tailorable/modular protective ensemble to meet the anticipated conditions of the 

operational environment vs our current “one size fits all” solution?
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CONCLUSION

The 20th CBRNE Command has unique CBRNE capabilities that 

have been tested and proven in combat

As the Army’s only formation with specialized CBRNE capabilities, 

the 20th CBRNE Command is focused preparing to operate 

effectively across the spectrum of CBRNE threats and hazards 

The uncertainty of the rapidly changing strategic environment with 

a host of potential adversaries having increasing access to CBRNE 

capabilities and technology mandates an integrated, tailorable and 

scalable CBRNE capability within the 20th CBRNE Command

The 20th CBRNE Command seeks to maintain our relationships with 

industry and academia to ensure our forces maintain state-of-the-art 

capabilities
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Ready, Reliable and Globally Responsive CBRNE forces capable of leading and 
executing CBRNE related operations and activities, anytime…anywhere.
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Questions?

Contact 20th CBRNE Command (410) 436-0330


