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The Maritime Global Commons  

ÅÅ75% of people live w/in 200mi 

of a coast

Å70% of world is water 

Å95% of international 

communications travels via 

underwater cables

Å23,000 ships are underway daily 

carrying 90% of the worldôs 

international commerce

Å49% of the worldôs oil travels 

through 6 major chokepoints

Å25% of the worldôs oil and gas is 

drilled at sea 

Navy-Marine Corps team in support of a Maritime Nation
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Potential Instability & Conflict: 2009 -2025

Utility of Naval Expeditionary MAGTFs

Arc of Instability 
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Amphibious Force Employment

éPast 25 Years

Represents amphibious operations conducted in the past 25 years which 

cover the  range of activities described in the National Strategy
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The Marine Corps é shall be organized to include not less than three combat divisions and 

three air wings , and such other land combat, aviation, and other services as may be 

organic therein. 

The Marine Corps shall be organized, trained, and equipped to provide fleet marine 

forces of combined arms , together with supporting air components, for service with the 

fleet in the seizure or defense of advanced naval bases and for the conduct of such land 

operations as may be essential to the prosecution of a naval campaign.

In addition, the Marine Corps shall provide detachments and organizations for service on 

armed vessels of the Navy , shall provide security detachments for the protection of 

naval property at naval stations and bases, and shall perform such other duties as the 

President may direct . However, these additional duties may not detract from or interfere 

with the operations for which the Marine Corps is primarily organized.

The Marine Corps shall develop , in coordination with the Army and the Air Force, those 

phases of amphibious operations that pertain to the tactics, technique, and equipment 

used by landing forces. 

The Marine Corps is responsible, in accordance with integrated joint mobilization plans, for 

the expansion of peacetime components of the Marine Corps to meet the needs of war . 

Title 10 Responsibilities

TITLE 10, Subtitle C, PART I, CHAPTER 507, 5063
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34th Commandantôs focus areas

ÅAchieve victory in the Long War.

ÅRight ïsize our Corps to achieve 1:2 deployment to dwell ratio.

ÅProvide our Nation a naval force that is fully prepared for 

employment as a MAGTF across the spectrum of conflict.

ÅReset and modernize to ñbe most ready when the Nation is least 

ready.ò

ÅImprove quality of life for our Marines and our families.

ÅRededicate ourselves to our Core Values and warrior ethos.

ÅPosture the Marine Corps for the future.
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USMC Vision Statement

The Marine Corps of 2025 will fight and win our Nationôs battles with 

multicapable MAGTFs , either from the sea or in sustained operations 

ashore.  

Our unique role as the Nationôs force in readiness, along with our 

values,  enduring ethos, and core competencies, will ensure we remain

highly responsive to the needs of combatant commanders in an 

uncertain environment and against irregular threats.  

Our future Corps will be increasingly reliant on naval deployment, 

preventative in approach, leaner in equipment, versatile in 

capabilities, and innovative in mindset .  

In an evolving and complex world, we will excel as the Nationôs 

expeditionary ñforce of choice.ò



DoD Core Mission Areas and

USMC Core Competencies 
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Key Operational & Warfighting Concepts 

Shaping The 2009 -2025 Marine Corps
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http://www.navy.mil/view_single.asp?id=25463


MAGTF Elements
Task Organized to Mission

Aviation
Combat Element

(ACE)

Ground
Combat Element

(GCE)

Command
Element

(CE)

Logistics
Combat Element

(LCE)
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Task Organized

MEF:  ~50K to 80,000

MEB:  ~14K to 17K

MEU:  ~2200

SPMAGTF: ~300 to 2,000



Marine Expeditionary Unit 

(MEU)

MEU

CE

Battalion 

Landing

Team

Composite 

Aviation 

Squadron

Combat 

Logistics 

Battalion

- Security Force Assistance

- Interagency Enabling

- Raids

- Non-Combatant 

Evacuations (NEO)

- Tactical Recovery of Aircraft 

& Personnel (TRAP)

-Humanitarian Assistance

and Disaster Relief (HA / DR)

- Bilateral Exercises

ÅForward deployed, first choice for 

initial crisis response 

ÅTask-organized units forward 

deployed aboard amphibious ships

Å~ 2,200 Marines and Sailors

Å15 days sustainability

Marine 

Special Ops

Company
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Marine Expeditionary Brigade 

(MEB)

- Counterinsurgency

- Forcible Entry

- Humanitarian Assistance

and Disaster Relief (HA / DR)

- Amphibious or MPF

MEB

CE

Regimental 

Landing 

Team

Marine Air 

Group

Combat 

Logistics Regt

ÅLead element for MEF

Å30 days sustainability

ÅMEF deploys to the fight as MEBs

ÅCommanded by MajGen / BGen

Å14,000 - 18,000  Marines and Sailors
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Marine Expeditionary Force 

(MEF)

MEF

CE

Infantry 

Division

Marine Air 

Wing

Marine 

Logistics Grp

ÅMEF = principal warfighting organization

Å60 days sustainability

ÅCommanded by LtGen 

Å40,000-90,000 Marines and Sailors
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- Major Combat Operations (MCO) 

- Counterinsurgency

- Forcible Entry



Mid-Intensity 

Conflict

Humanitarian Assistance

Disaster Relief Joint Forcible Entry

Counterinsurgency

Theater Security

Cooperation Marine Expeditionary 

Force

(MEF)

Security Cooperation SP MAGTF

Integrated with Combatant Commander Theater Campaign Plans

MAGTF Capabilities
Across the Range of Mil Ops
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Crisis Response ééContingency OpsMajor Combat Operations Partner and Prevent

Marine Expeditionary

Brigade

(MEB)

Marine Expeditionary Unit

(MEU)

ñTwo - Fisted

Fighterò

Non- Combatant 

Evacuation Ops (NEO)



Marine Corps Organization

Å Supporting Establishment  ( ~37,200)

ÅHeadquarters, Marine Corps (HQMC)
ÅRecruiting, Educating, Training, Equipping

Å Operating Forces ( ~132,700)

ÅService Component Commands
ÅMarine Air Ground Task Forces (MAGTFs)
ÅChem / Bio Incident Response Force (CBIRF)
ÅMarine Corps Security Force Regiment
ÅMarine Embassy Security Command
ÅHMX-1 Presidential Support Squadron

Å Marine Corps Forces Reserve ( ~90,000)
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15 Apr 2009

USMC Forces By Category
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Wartime Augmentation

Marine Forces Reserve

Active & Reserve 

Organization, Training & 

Capabilities Deliver A Total 

Force In Readinessé



I MEF

US

Southern 

Command

II MEF

US

Southern 

Command

US

African

Command US

Pacific

Command

US

Central 

Command

Marine Forces 

Reserve HQ

Expeditionary Forces in Readiness

(Okinawa & Iwakuni)

MPSRON 1

MPSRON 2 MPSRON 3

US

European

Command

MEF : Marine Expeditionary Force

MAGTF: Marine Air Ground Task Force

MPSRON: Maritime Prepositioning Squadron

(~272 C-17 Sorties/MEB With MPS or ~2000 C -17 Sorties Without  MPS)

Prepositioning -

Norway

MEU Augmentation 

Program - Kuwait III MEF

Key Operational Forces
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11 MEU

13 MEU

15 MEU 

Alert  Contingency MAGTF

22 MEU

24 MEU

26 MEU 

Alert  Contingency MAGTF

31 MEU



USMC Bases and Stations

Quantico

Camp Lejeune

Air Station Beaufort

Air Station New River

Recruit Depot 

Parris Island

Camp 

Pendleton

Air Station 

Miramar

Recruit Depot 

San Diego

1st Marine 

Brigade

Kaneohe 

Air Station

Marine 

Forces 

Reserve 

HQ

Logistics Base 

Albany

MCB Twenty -nine 

Palms
HQMC

Logistics Base 

Barstow

Mountain Warfare 

Center Bridgeport

Air Station 

Yuma

Air Station Cherry 

Point

* Over 40 Inspector -Instructor(I&I) Units with Marine Reserve Units throughout the country in every state 
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Support Activity

Kansas City

II MEFI MEF



ÅTable of Organization (T/O):

ïMSO Battalions 

ïMSO Advisor Group

ïMSO Support Group

ïMSO School

Marine Special Operations 

Command (MARSOC)

ÅMission:

ïDirect Support to MEUs

ïDirect Action 

ïSpecial Reconnaissance

ïForeign Internal Defense

ïCounterterrorism

ï Information Operations

ïUnconventional Warfare

1919



GLOBAL FORCE DISPOSITION
(AS OF 7 APR 09) 

GLOBAL FORCE DISPOSITION
(AS OF 7 APR 09) 

II MEF (FWD)
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26TH MEU

USEUCOM

31ST MEU

USPACOM
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USAFRICOM
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SEC FOR
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WEAPONS TACTICS INSTRUCTION

MOJAVE VIPER

CONUS
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USSOUTHCOM
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USAFRICOM

TACAIR INTEGRATION

USPACOM

SOUTHERN PARTNERSHIP

USSOUTHCOM

EX COMMANDO SLING
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USCENTCOM

ACOTA CPX

USAFRICOM


