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Connecting Researchers to Warfighters

President Obama, National Academy of Sciences, 

April 27, 2009

Investment in Basic and Applied Research is a 
commitment to the future warfighter

ñI believe it is not in our American character to follow - but to 

lead. And it is time for us to lead once again. I am here today 

to set this goal: we will devote more than three percent of 

our GDP to research and development. We will not just 

meet, but we will exceed the level achieved at the height 

of the Space Race, through policies that invest in basic 

and applied research, create new incentives for private 

innovation, promote breakthroughs in energy and medicine, 

and improve education in math and science. This represents 

the largest commitment to scientific research and 

innovation in American history.ò
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Bottom Line

FY2010 Budget will contain ñrecommendations that 

are the product of a holistic assessment of 

capabilities, requirements, risks and needs for the 

purpose of shifting this Department in a different 

strategic directionò * 

*  Secretary Gates, Defense Budget Recommendation Statement, Arlington, VA, April 6, 2009

Shifting away from an emphasis on ships, tanks, and 

planesðto focus on protection, information, 

knowledge, and timely, actionable intelligence
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DDR&E VISION:  To develop 

technology to defeat any 

adversary on any battlefield

Any Battlefield includes 

physical, cyber, space, 

undersea, etc 

Any adversary includes both 

State & non-State actors
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